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WELCOME TO THE TWENTY-SEVENTH EDITION 

Welcome to the 27th edition.  

Well I thought that it was March that ‘came in like a lion and went out 

like a lamb’, but; like everything else, things seem to happen earlier 

every year: thanks to  Dudley, Eunice and Franklin we’ve had the lion 

bit already, with half of our property disappearing towards the Essex 

border in the wind and its barely halfway through February.  

And on the other hand, when can you remember ponds freezing hard 

enough to go curling? The last time I stood with any confidence on a 

frozen pond was 1963. Apparently the sea froze for a mile offshore at 

Herne Bay in Kent.  

Still, its good business for local roofing and fencing contractors..... 

 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover story 

This beer crate dates from 1969 and was a gift from departing 
landlords of the Brewery Tap in the mid 2000s. They had been 
using it to prop the front door open when receiving deliveries. 
Rayment’s brewery must have had hundreds – if not – thousands 
of these crates to support their extensive bottled trade, 
particularly in the clubs of the north London area. I wonder how 
many others have survived. More to the point, should there really 
be an apostrophe? 

If you have any items of Pelham interest that might feature on a 
future cover, please get in touch. Thank you. 

 

A message from Hertfordshire Libraries 
Bishop’s Stortford Library will be closed from Monday 28th February to Sunday 
13th March inclusive to allow for improvements to the heating system to be 
made. Books may be renewed online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/libraries or 
by telephone on 0300 1234049. 

  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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St Mary’s Church Furneux Pelham and  
Bishop’s Stortford Food Bank 
St Mary’s Church Furneux Pelham is supporting the work 
of Bishops Stortford Food Bank by becoming a Food Bank 
Agency and link to the Food Bank to enable us to help people in need in our 
community. 

There is huge need in the surrounding community for help and support and 
this has been made worse by the pandemic. 

Anyone needing help in Furneux Pelham or Stocking Pelham can contact us if 
they need food and support. 

Please contact Margaret Leadbetter on 01279 777629. 

 

The Police remind you to be vigilant.  

There has been an increase in residential burglaries in East 

Herts and other surrounding areas where suspects have 

gained entry at the rear of the property. 

Remember to secure your properties and take crime prevention measures 

such as the use of light timers, external lights and CCTV. Our local PCSO can 

be contacted should anyone seek any crime prevention advice. 

Remember to report a crime or anti-social behaviour, contact Hertfordshire 
Constabulary via the 101 service, website or, in an emergency, by dialling 999. 

 

Forthcoming events – dates for your diary 
Remember Buntingford Dramatic Society’s “Wind in the Willows” 
production this month – details in last month’s magazine or on 
www.buntingforddrama.uk  

Saturday 4th June 2022: 

St Mary’s Church Furneux Pelham will be hosting a family bring and share 
community lunch for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration. Further 
details will follow nearer the time.  

http://www.buntingforddrama.uk/
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Roger’s bench 
Pictured is a bench at the common in 

memory of long time Stocking resident 

Roger Reason who sadly passed away 

a year ago. Roger’s daughter Charlotte 

commissioned the bench and plaque 

after seeking permission from SPPC to 

place it on the common adjacent to 

Rogers old house where he would 

often have a cheeky cigarette whilst 

tending a bonfire. 

Roger was 

certainly one of 

the village’s 

characters and 

could be seen 

most evenings, before the fire, at the old pub the Cock 

Inn where the 6.01 club met every evening for an after-

work pint or two. 

Sadly, missed RIP Roger. 

Mike Hutchins 
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Furneux Pelham History Group  

‘Pubs of the Pelhams’ 

The February meeting focused on the pubs that have existed in the Pelhams, 

pieced together from a range of sources including wills, title deeds, censuses, 

licences, and telephone directories. 

The earliest inns had a ‘full licence’, entitling them to sell spirits, wines and 

beers. Falling into this category were the ‘Black Horse’ at Brent Pelham (first 

documentary evidence found in 1806), the ‘Cock’ at Stocking Pelham (1806), 

the ‘Yew Tree’ (now the Chantry House) (1754) and the ‘White Lion’ (1749), 

both near the church in Furneux Pelham. Speaker Stephen Bratt showed how 

early publicans tended to have a second job, often farming on a small scale, 

though the Rayment, Smith and Uncle families running the ‘White Lion’ in the 

1700s and 1800s traded as butchers. 

The Beerhouse Act of 1830 encouraged the production and sale of beer, partly 

to provide an alternative to stronger spirits such as gin. A licence to do so was 

readily available from magistrates on payment of a two guinea (£2.10) annual 

fee.   

In the following two decades, several beerhouses opened, including the ‘Red 

Lion’ at Brent Pelham, and a number in Furneux Pelham, namely ‘The Star’, 

‘The Old Black Horse’, ‘The Hoops’, ‘The Millwrights Arms’, ‘The Bald-faced 

Stag’, ‘The Brewery Tap’ and another at East End, name unknown, which 

existed briefly in the 1850s before its landlord, James Hardy, took an assisted 

passage with his family to New South Wales.  

By 1900, both Brent and Stocking Pelham had only one licensed house left 

and ‘The Bald-faced Stag’ was long gone. In Furneux Pelham, the ‘White Lion’ 

and ‘Old Black Horse’ both closed in 1905, as breweries rationalised their 

holdings in the face of a growing temperance movement, and the ‘Millwrights 

Arms’ closed in 1915, a victim of wartime shortages of both beer and the 

clientele to drink it. ‘The Hoops’ closed in the late1950s and ‘The Star’ in the 

mid-1990s. ‘The Cock’ at Stocking Pelham succumbed to fire in 2008, though 

hopes remain to see it re-opened.  (see picture overleaf) 

A mystery remains however. There is a reference in the late 1700s to a 

property or landholding called ‘The Two Brewers’. Now what and where was 

that? 
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‘The Cock’ at Stocking Pelham  
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News from Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

Are you community- minded? Would you like to help look after and 
promote the village hall? 

Two of the current trustees are standing down in April so here is an 
opportunity to join the team and support the Village Hall. Can you help? 
If you are interested, please contact Anna Shaw at 
anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk or Linda Bratt on 01279 771696. 

Thank you  

mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 

St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 6th March   1st Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am All Age Holy Communion   Braughing 

Sunday 13th March  2nd Sunday of Lent 

10.00 am Family Morning Worship   Braughing 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 20th March   3rd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am Café Church     Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

Sunday 27th March  4th Sunday of Lent/Mothering Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

11.15 am Family Morning Worship    Furneux Pelham 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 
there is a quiet Holy Communion service.  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, please contact the 

Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwarden: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – in the absence of  

Churchwardens, please contact either Chris Stead (01279) 778001 or  

Mark Haverson (01279) 777789 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, FURNEUX PELHAM 

SUNDAY 24 APRIL 2022 AT 3 PM 

INVITATION 

All are invited to a thanksgiving event to celebrate the long anticipated 
completion of the Church Roof and the lowering of the bell ringing chamber 
of the Bell Tower. The afternoon will include a service of blessing with the 
Bishop of Hertford. There will be music and an opportunity to see the bell 
ringers in action! This will be followed by refreshments: wine, savouries, 
coffee, tea, cake.  

We do hope you can come along to celebrate this wonderful event with us 
and also giving us the opportunity to show our thanks for your part in helping 
in the vital restoration of our lovely village church.  

Rev'd Julie Gawthrope and St Mary's Church 
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Furneux Pelham School News 
It feels like we are galloping towards Easter here at the 

school!  It doesn’t seem possible that we are half way through the 

Spring Term already.  We hope you enjoy reading our update. 

Children’s Mental Health Week 
The theme for this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week was 
‘Growing Together’.  To mark the week, we set the children 
four challenges to complete across the week – listening to a 
guided meditation, walking or running a Mindfulness Mile, 
setting personal goals as and creating a Network Hand.  The 
Network Hand records people who the children can go to, 
both in and outside of school, for help and support.  On the 
fingers go people who can help them, such as parents and 

teachers, on the palm go dogs, cats, teddies, other pets and on the wrist go the SOS 
people such as police officers or Childline.  The Network Hands will be kept in a book 
in the classroom as a reminder to the children of who is there to support them. 
Safer Internet Day 
Tuesday 8th February marks Safer Internet Day.  Teaching about how to stay safe 

whilst using the internet is an integral part of 
our curriculum.  We chose to mark the day 
with an assembly for the two separate key 
stages.   Topics included keeping passwords 
private and seeking help from adults if 
something doesn’t feel right online.  
Super Science 
Woodpecker Class 

have been conducting some impressive science 
experiments linked to their work on materials and their 
properties. The class started by investigating how to make 
bubbles using a straw – this helped them to spot the 
bubbles created later in the lesson when they conducted 
some more experiments. Then ensued a number of 
different experiments including dancing corn and an 
eruption out on the playground! It was fantastic to see the 
awe and wonder on the Reception pupils’ faces as they 
watched science in action. They made careful observations 
and also talked about solids, liquids and gases. 
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Now Press Play Trial  
We have been trialling a set of headphones that use 
radio waves to receive audio experiences linked to the 
curriculum to deliver an immersive learning 
experience. All classes have trialled the headphones 
and it has been really exciting to see the children 
enjoying these experiences so much. Reception have 
‘visited a farm’ where they helped the farmer by 
collecting eggs and feeding the animals. Year 1 and 2 
had to assist in the rescue of some animals who had 
been captured and taken to work in a circus. Year 3 
and 4 travelled to Earth, after Planet Squidge was 
destroyed by a meteorite, to collect samples of solids, 
liquids and gases. A mathematical journey upon The 
Titanic was the experience for Year 5 and 6 – they practised finding fractions of 
amounts when they were rescued from the fateful journey.  We have decided to keep 
the headphones for the year ahead so many more immersive audio experiences await 
us! 
Team Gymnast!  

On Wednesday 26th January, six children from Year 3 and 4 
attended a gymnastics competition at the Stortford 
Gymnastics Centre in Bishop’s Stortford. Miss Day helped to 
train the children up for the competition – a set routine 
needed to be learnt ahead of the day. On the day, the 
children represented the school brilliantly. They all 
performed to a high standard and showed excellent 
sportsmanship skills. We were very proud of their 
contribution to the competition. 
 
Kingfisher Class Control the 

Bee Bots  
Year 1 and 2 are learning about programming in their 
computing lessons. The children learnt to programme 
the Bee Bot robots using a series of commands to form 
an algorithm. They also explored how to make 
predictions about what a Bee Bot would do in response 
to an algorithm. Next lesson, they will be planning 
algorithms and then they will need to revisit their 
algorithm and search for bugs. 
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PROTECT THE PELHAMS 
 

As far as we aware, all is quiet on the solar front, but who knows what the 

developers are planning and what will happen by the end of the month……… 

Planning Applications Update 

Violets Lane and Berden (not yet submitted) 

No further news, except to say.. 

Berden Parish Council have a “joint village meeting” on 23rd February to 

review local solar planning applications (by invitation only) 

Greens Farm (3/21/0969/FUL) 

PtP wrote to Jill Shingler, the case officer for East Herts Council (EHC) 

requesting a meeting to discuss “the deluge of applications for battery 

storage and solar installations” and “EHC policy around further 

development….”. 

Jill’s response stated: “I understand the concern regarding the proposed 

development and the wider issues with regard to the cumulative impacts and 

can assure you that these matters will be fully considered and taken into 

account in reaching a recommendation.  We do not normally enter into direct 

discussions with objectors with regard to planning applications, as we simply 

do not have the resources to do so.  At the moment the Green Farm [sic] 

application is in abeyance awaiting additional highway information so is 

unlikely to be determined within the next month or so.” 

In mid-February, the EHC planning portal showed 279 objections and  

1 supporting the application and it was still open for comment. 

Pelham Spring Solar Farm (2/21/2781/FUL)     

We are still celebrating the fantastic news that Uttlesford District Council 

(UDC) refused this application.  The campaign website 

(www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com) states that the proposals are contrary to 

Local Planning Policy, the National Planning Framework and the Adopted 

Local Plan.   

  

http://www.stopbattlessolarfarm.com/
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The many reasons noted included harmful impacts on: 

• the built form in the locality; 

• the rural character and appearance of the area; 

• a number of publicly accessible viewpoints; 

• the environmental role of sustainability; 

• the setting of the heritage assets (Listed Buildings); and 

• the road network. 

The Council received over 400 letters or emails objecting to the development.  
Low Carbon have 6 months to appeal. The campaign group are hopeful that 
they will now turn their attention to some of their other 27 sites across the 
UK. 

Wickham Hall (3/21/2601/FUL) 

No further news. 

In mid-February, the EHC planning portal showed 327 objections and  

8 supporting the application and it was still open for comment.  

Existing Noise Impact at the Sub Station 

PtP are concerned about the persistent and worsening noise emanating from 

the Sub-Station. The Environmental Health Manager of UDC has stated that if 

local residents “consider themselves to be materially impacted by the noise, 

they should log a complaint and engage and assist with the investigating 

officer.”  If you are concerned about this matter, we encourage you to do this 

via: environmentalhealth@uttlesford.gov.uk 

Solar Campaign Alliance News 

The Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities now has 

the power to take over (‘call in’) planning applications for proposed solar and 

battery developments. The Solar Campaign Alliance is campaigning to ensure 

that the Local Authorities can still influence the final decisions as they have 

local knowledge which is vital for the long term future of our communities. 

If you need further information, please: 

• email us on protectthepelhams@outlook.com 

• or visit ‘Protect the Pelhams’ Facebook page  

 

  

mailto:environmentalhealth@uttlesford.gov.uk
mailto:protectthepelhams@outlook.com
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The Parish Council met in the Village Hall on 3rd February with 6 local 

residents in attendance. Key points from the meeting were: 

• Parish Council to support Much Hadham Parish Council in its efforts 

to encourage East Herts Council to properly enforce planning 

conditions; 

• a quote to repair the allotment fence tabled for consideration at the 

next meeting; 

• competition to be run at the school to design a sign for the bus 

shelter book swap; 

• discussions continued regarding the future use of the gifted land but 

key first step identified as removing the fly tipped material; 

• residents organising for a beacon to be lit on Thursday 2nd June to 

mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee; 

• current financial position noted and financial plans for 2022/23 and 

beyond were approved – the precept will increase by £500 to £4,500; 

• police update received and everyone reminded to be vigilant given 

the increase in residential burglaries in local areas; 

• planning activity since the previous meeting was noted; 

• winter salt had been distributed to local organisations by Cllr Eddie 

Wills but some bags are still available from him; 

• residents highlighted that there was a rodent problem at the 

allotments and updates were received in relation to Whitebarns Lane 

and solar developments; and 

• residents encouraged to report Highways related faults e.g. missing 

road signs, potholes via Herts County Council. 

[google “Herts County Council fault reporting” for an easy to use 

webpage to report faults] 

The next Parish Council meeting will be at the Village Hall on 3rd March at 

7pm. Prior to this meeting formally commencing, Gigaclear will be providing 

an update on their local project. Remember - meetings are open to all village 

residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk  

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/


 

15 

To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
Ah, March.   The month when Spring begins officially and daylight hours 

get longer.    

A month when one heartily wishes one had been more diligent in the 

garden over the winter, because now everything is sprouting 

energetically, especially all the weeds one failed to eliminate. 

A month when one remembers that one had promised oneself last Spring 

that this would never happen again and the garden would be tidy all year 

round.    And how inconvenient to remember this, when in general most 

daily events are impossible to recall…like how and why are you in the car 

at the Little Hadham traffic lights when you really wanted to go to 

Braughing.   But, a word of encouragement here.   It is well known country 

lore that a sprig of rosemary worn behind the ear in March improves the 

memory….. 

Anyway, all the signs of Spring are present right now, even though we are 

a full 3 weeks away from the official beginning. 

Traditionally, these signs are things like enthusiastic birdsong in the 

mornings; more daylight; the appearance of bees, skylarks, snowdrops, 

daffodils and crocus, to name but a few. 

And I do have a few more personal signs that remind me that the season is 

changing. 

The traditional March conversation when there has been a warm day – 

let’s change to a lighter duvet now it’s Spring.   Change to summer weight 

duvet.  Spend next night with chattering teeth and shivering.   Next 

morning change back to winter duvet.   Repeat as required. NB this cycle 

can last for weeks and weeks, and thus can double up as a sign for 

summer as well. 

Consistent with it being a month of changeable weather and high winds, 

the disappearance of the lid of the water butt is a usual March 

occurrence.     Expeditions into the field, the road, next door’s garden, to 

retrieve the lid are a seasonal activity for all the family.  The lid usually 
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remains lost until May, but oh, the things one finds instead…..2 pairs of 

rusty secateurs, the neighbours, a trowel, 3 half eaten tennis balls, one 

gardening glove and a rather cross mouse that was nesting behind the 

shed. 

On the one warm day, every year, in a rush of energy, sow tomato seeds.   

Watch them all pop up just before the weather turns wintry again.    Cover 

the seedlings with fleece to fight off the frost and really annoy the already 

rather cross mouse who had just moved into the fleece as someone had 

evicted him from behind the shed.    Again this is an annual precursor to 

Spring, although the identity of the mouse is variable.  Don’t forget to 

remove the fleece at the end of April when there is another warm day. 

Spend an unhealthy amount of time trying to remember where you put all 

the seeds you ordered a month ago.   You didn’t put them in the shed 

because of the now really cross mouse, and bizarrely they aren’t in the old 

mouse proof biscuit tin, where you usually put them. 

Only one thing for it.    Take some secateurs to the herb bed.   Cut a sprig 

of rosemary.   Put it behind your ear.     Await light bulb moment. 

Happy Spring! 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 
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WEATHER REPORT FOR JANUARY 2022 

The month began quite mild, but it soon turned colder and nearly every 

night it went down to freezing or below. It was cool during the day with 

the very occasional day when it was slightly less cold, but mostly it was 

cool. During the middle of the month, it was cold, settled and not much 

wind at all. There were some pleasant sunny days but not that often. 

There was hardly any rain with just 13.3mm in total. The coldest night was 

-7c on January 5th and the maximum day time temperature was 15c on 

January 1st. 

Janet Birch  

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and every 

three-by-three box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and reasoning 

alone – no maths involved!  
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Wordsearch 

All but one of the listed words can be found in the wordsearch, this is 

the answer. Words run in straight lines in any direction. 
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February 2022 puzzle answers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The word that could not be 

found was MUSSELS 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY  
The Society has now sold all 800 copies of its first hardback 

book The Hundred Parishes: An Introduction. There will be 

no reprint, although we have open minds on the possibility of a second 

book. Preparation of our first book took several years and was only 

possible because of the vast resource of what had already been written, in 

far more detail, about individual places, people and events. The Society 

holds more than 300 local books and pamphlets. 

The Society’s website www.hundredparishes.org.uk has recently been 

updated to ensure, amongst other things, that individual parish 

introductions include references to their share of available literature. A 

good number of local books are available, in person or online, from the 

four excellent outlets that each sold many copies of the Hundred Parishes 

book: Harts and the Tourist Information Centre in Saffron Walden, the TIC 

in Bishop’s Stortford and Between The Lines bookshop in Great Bardfield.  

A few parishes, as yet, have no book of their own, or perhaps just a 

pamphlet available in the church, whilst other places have extensive 

coverage. One of the Society’s trustees, Peter Sanders, conducted 

research for 30 years before compiling a definitive history of Stansted 

Mountfitchet. Another easy-to-read classic, Littlebury: a Parish History, 

was produced by a team of authors. I have recently been absorbed by a 

largely pictorial history of Sewards End and by the 4th edition of Around 

Cold Christmas, not least because the latter has frequent references to my 

wife’s distant relatives. Clavering’s Jacqueline Cooper always seems to be 

working on yet another book about Clavering or Saffron Walden. Several 

local history societies have generated books or booklets, or have work in 

progress. So rich is our local history that there is no shortage of reading 

material or potential subject matter. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary    www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/

